To: Stanislaus, Mathy[Stanislaus. Mathy@epa.gov]; Natarajan, NitinfNatarajan. Nitin@epa.gov]; 

Breen, Barry[Breen. Barry@epa.gov] 

Cc: Brooks, Becky[Brooks. Becky@epa.gov]; Hilosky, Nick[Hiiosky. Nick@epa.gov]; Bassier, 

Rachel[Bassler. Rachei@epa.gov] 

From: Cohen, Nancy 

Sent: Fri 1 0/23/201 5 3:24:00 PM 

Subject: FW: DOI GKM Review Clips 


FYI 


From: Bressler, Lindsey 

Sent: Friday, October 23, 2015 11:05 AM 

To: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy 

<Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Harrison, Melissa <Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov>; Purchia, Liz 
<Purchia.Liz@epa.gov>; Hull, George <Hull.George@epa.gov>; Deitz, Randy 
<Deitz.Randy@epa.gov>; Cohen, Nancy <Cohen.Nancy@epa.gov>; Allen, Laura 
<Allen.Laura@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: DOI GKM Review Clips 


Phoenix New Times (AZ) 


http: / /www.phoenixnewtimes.com/news/fema-wont-help-the-navaio-nation-with-gold-king-mine- 
s pill-cleanup-7767 1 24 


FEMA WON'T HELP THE NAVAJO NATION WITH GOLD KING MINE SPILL 
CLEANUP 

BY MIRIAM WASSER 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2015 10:40 am EST 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency has rejected a plea from the Navajo Nation for 
assistance in dealing with the fallout of the August 5 Gold King Mine spill that sent more than 
three million gallons of toxic wastewater downstream into critical Navajo waterways. 

In a letter containing almost no details or explanations, FEMA Administrator W. Craig Fugate 
informed Navajo Nation President Russell Begaye that the agency was denying his request 
because, Fugate wrote, “it has been determined that the vast majority of the response and 
recovery efforts for this event fall under the authorities of other federal agencies.” 

(Fugate did not specify which agencies, and officials in the regional FEMA office did not 
respond to a request for comment.) 
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On September 1, Begaye appealed to FEMA for help with cleanup and crisis management 
because the “toxic chemical spill [that] has expanded into Navajo lands. . .via the San Juan River 
has critically impacted the River and its dependent ecosystems including wildlife, fish 

populations, and the land base adjacent to the River.” 

Begaye also explains in the letter that the spill has devastated “the crops and livestock of the 
Nation’s farmers and ranchers whose produce support families and communities,” a problem 
New Times has documented before. 

At the time of the spill, the federal Environmental Protection Agency was working to plug a hole 
in the abandoned Gold King Mine but the effort went awiy, and the agency ended up unleashing 
huge quantities of toxic sludge. The iconic bright orange plume made its way down the Animas 
River and into waterways that flow through the Northern Navajo Nation. 

Though the EPA has technically been tasked with the clean up process, Begaye explains in his 
letter that he’s interested in FEMA’s crisis management expertise — many in the Navajo Nation 
are skeptical of the EPA’s work, particularly after it delivered fanners huge quantities of water 
that was purportedly tainted with some sort of oil. 

When New Times spoke with the regional FEMA spokesman, John Hamill, last month, his 
agency had just received Begaye’s letter, and was actively discussing whether to follow through 
on the request. 

He mentioned that because President Obama did not declare the spill a national disaster, there 
are a few tricky statutory details to work out. 

FEMA’s authority to respond to a disaster comes from the Stafford Act, which stipulates that the 
agency’s resources can be deployed after the president declares a national disaster. Because that 
didn’t happen, “FEMA usually wouldn’t be involved in a situation like this,” Hamill explained, 
adding that this didn't preclude a FEMA response — “We [would] just want to figure out [the 
details]." 

Though the specifics of why FEMA rejected the request remain unclear, Begaye released a 
statement on Thursday, calling FEMA’s letter “disappointing and wrong," and blasting the 
Obama administration for ignoring the plight this spill fomented on the Navajo Nation: 

“Our people have suffered due to the reckless actions of the Environmental Protection Agency, 
and the federal government's failed response to this crisis has only added insult to injury. The 
Obama Administration has turned down virtually every request we have made for greater 
assistance, each time referring us back to the EPA - the same agency that caused the problem in 
the first place,” Begaye writes. 

“What is wrong with Obama? Another slap in the face to Native Americans. Sickening,” one 
Facebook user writes about FEMA’s decision. 
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Others on social media were also furious about the decision: 


Days after Begaye’s request, Arizona Senators John McCain and Jeff Flake sent a letter to 
Obama urging him to review the request and respond appropriately. 

While McCain has been particularly critical of the response by both the Obama administration 
and the EPA, Begaye has been critical of the federal response. 

He stated earlier this month that he “President Obama not only been slow to respond to our 
request for additional assistance, he has not acknowledged the damage that the U.S. EPA and 
other responsible parties have caused to the Navajo Nation,” and has declared his intention to sue 
the EPA. 

Even though a spokesman for the President Begaye could not be reached for comment by press 
time, his administration does not appear ready to back down on his mission to get restitution: 

“The Navajo Nation will appeal FEMA's ill-advised decision and fight for every resource 
possible to address the damage caused by the Gold King Mine spill," Begaye writes. 

"As President, I will not rest until our people have been made whole and fairly compensated for 
their losses." 

KSFR Santa Fe Public Radio 1NM1 


htt p://ksfr.Org/post/oct-23-first-news-email-secretarv-state-dianna-duran-reslgns-11sten#stream/Q 


October 23 First News 

By Tom Trowbridge 
10:25 am EST, 10/23 
Audio on website 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency has denied the Navajo Nation's request for an 
emergency declaration due to the Gold King mine spill August fifth. Tribal President Russell 
Begaye made the request earlier this month. The spill unleashed three-million gallons of toxic 
wastewater that eventually flowed into the San Juan River which runs through the northern part 
of the Navajo Nation. FEMA said this week that most of the response and recovery efforts for 
the spill fall under the authority of other federal agencies and denied Begaye's request. Begaye 
says he will appeal. 


Durango Herald (CO) 
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Mining reclamation requires funding 

By Peter Marcus Herald staff writer 

Article Last Updated: Thursday, October 22, 2015 10:33pm 

Water flows out of the American Tunnel in the Gladstone area north of Silverton where the 
Animas River Stakeholders Group wants to eliminate toxic waste from four closed mines. 
Enlarge photo 

Water flows out of the American Tunnel in the Gladstone area north of Silverton where the 
Animas River Stakeholders Group wants to eliminate toxic waste from four closed mines. 

Mining-reclamation experts this week told a congressional panel that good Samaritan legislation 
and funding for restoration efforts are “inseparably tied together.” 

The comments came during a hearing Wednesday on good Samaritan cleanups of abandoned 
mines, held by the House Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment. 

Much of the hearing focused on the Aug. 5 Gold King Mine spill, in which an error by an 
Environmental Protection Agency-contracted team caused an estimated 3 million gallons of 
mining sludge to pour into the Animas River. 

In the wake of the Gold King incident. Congress has taken a look at how to address tens of 
thousands of inactive leaking mines across the nation. At least 23,000 mines have been identified 
in Colorado alone. 

The debate has hit familiar political currents, with Republicans pushing back against efforts to 
collect fees and royalties from hard-rock mining to fund restoration efforts. Instead, the GOP 
favors legislative efforts to eliminate liability concerns for private entities - referred to as good 
Samaritans - who want to independently restore inactive mines. 

But experts who have been actively involved in the debate said the two proposals are not 
mutually exclusive, suggesting that there is a need for both efforts. 

“The lesson from Gold King is not so much that an EPA contractor screwed up, as it is that we 
need to have a much greater sense of urgency about addressing the problem of pollution from 
abandoned mines all across the nation,” said Chris Wood, president and chief executive of Trout 
Unlimited. 

Republicans on the committee pushed back, highlighting that good Samaritan legislation might 
be the only pragmatic thing to consider. 

“Would you prefer having no cleanup be performed at an abandoned mine site, or having a good 
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Samaritan perform a cleanup?” asked Rep. Todd Rokita of Indiana. 

Lauren Pagel, policy director for Earthworks, said it is not an either/or conversation. 

“I would hope we could also get good Samaritans additional funding from reclamation funds to 
do these cleanups,” Pagel said. 

Doug Young, senior policy director for the Keystone Policy Center in Colorado, cautioned 
against repeating the same discussions from the past, encouraging lawmakers to steer away from 
addressing the issue through the Clean Water Act. 

Instead, Young suggested taking a look at reforms to the federal Superfund program, which 
targets blighted areas. He also advocated for offering incentives to good Samaritans to bring 
their own resources. 

“I agree this is a major funding issue,” Young said. “I just think there’s a way we can do this 
without directly having to assess a fee or royalty.” 

Reuters (via Yahoo!) 

http://news.yahoo.com/colorado-mine-wastewater-spill-caused-epa-preventable-report- 
02275 1795. hunt 


Colorado mine wastewater spill caused by EPA was preventable: report 

11:30 PM EST, 10/22/15 
By Keith Coffman 

DENVER (Reuters) - The release of 3 million gallons (1 1 million liters) of toxic wastewater 
from a defunct southwestern Colorado gold mine that was triggered by the Environmental 
Protection Agency was preventable, a government review of the spill concluded on Thursday. 

A 132-page report conducted by engineers with the U.S Bureau of Reclamation said the Aug. 5 
blowout from the Gold King Mine above Silverton, Colorado, was due to a combination of 
factors “spanning several decades.” 

Nearby mining operations and tunneling beneath the century-old stake led to changing 
groundwater conditions that the EPA failed to anticipate when it reopened a portal on the site in 
recent years, the report said. 

An excavating crew under contract with the EPA to slow seepage from the site inadvertently 
breached a tunnel wall, unleashing a torrent of wastewater that had backed up behind the 
mountainside. 

The water, carrying heavy metals, poured into Cement Creek, and then downstream into the 
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Animas and San Juan rivers, turning the waterways a bright orange. The plume ultimately 
emptied into Lake Powell in Utah nine days after the spill. 

The governors of Colorado, New Mexico and Utah, the three states affected by the spill, all 
declared a state of emergency in its aftermath. 

EPA chief Gina McCarthy said her agency was taking full responsibility for the spill, and has 
said the water quality of stream fouled by the release have returned to pre-spill levels. 

The Bureau of Reclamation engineers said in their report that there are no uniform protocols 
among the government agencies charged with cleaning up the estimated 100,000 abandoned 
mines that dot the western United States. 

“The incident at Gold King Mine is somewhat emblematic of the current state of practice in 
abandoned mine remediation,” they said. 

The report recommended that for future mine remediation projects, agencies should include a 
“failure modes analysis,” a review of the history of each site, and precise water measurements. 

“Where significant consequences of failure are possible, independent expertise should be 
obtained to review project plans and designs prior to implementation,” the report said. 

U.S. Senator Cory Gardner of Colorado said in a statement that he was “deeply troubled” that the 
EPA was not only responsible for the spill but that it was preventable. 

“1 look forward to a response to my questions surrounding the EPA’s insufficient and untimely 
recovery efforts and its proactive measures to prevent a disaster of similar magnitude in the 
future," Gardner said. 

National Journal 


http://www.natioiialjouma1.eom/s/9 1289/govemmen t-report-faults-epa-colorado-mine- 
s pi11?q=gold%20kiiig&a=&t=&c=None&s=None&e=None 

Government Report Faults EPA In Colorado Mine Spill 

The Interior Department warns that the circumstances around the mine spill are ‘‘surprisingly 
prevalent. ” 

OCTOBER 23, 2015 

Jason Plautz 

@JASON_PLAUTZ 

October 22, 2015 
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A fed-er-al probe has found that the En-vir-on-ment-al Pro-tec-tion Agency could have done 
more to pre-vent a spill of waste from an aban-doned mine that pol -luted two Col-or-ado rivers 
in Au-gust. 

The In-teri-or De-part-ment on Thursday re-leased a re-port on the in-cid-ent, in which an EPA 
team triggered a blo-wout at the Gold King Mine that turned nearby wa-ter a sickly or-ange 
col-or. Hie re -port from the DOFs Bur-eau of Re-clam-a-tion says that the EPA team in charge 
of the mine cleanup did not un-der-stand the com-plex-ity of the site and take the ne-ces-sary 
pre-cau-tions. 

But the de-part-ment also cau-tions that the con-di-tions that led to the blo-wout at the Gold King 
Mine are “sur-pris-ingly pre-val-ent’ ’ and that there are in-suf-fi-cient fed-er-al guidelines for 
re-open-ing aban-doned mines, even as the gov-em-ment works to clean up tens of thou-sands of 
such sites across the West. 

Spe-cific-ally, the re-port says that EPA did not ad-equately eval-u-ate the buildup of flu-id in 
the mine and the ground-wa-ter con-di-tions around it. At a pre-vi-ous cleanup at a dif-fer-ent 
site, the re-port said, of-fi-cials drilled in-to the mine from above to de-term-ine the level of 
wa-ter, but fed-er-al and state of-fi-cials elec-ted not to do so at the Gold King Mine. 

“Elad it been done, the plan to open the mine would have been re-vised and the blo-wout would 
not have oc-curred,” the re-port states. 

The Au-gust spill sent more than 3 mil-lion gal-lons of wastewa-ter loaded with lead, ar-sen-ic, 
mer-cury, and oth-er metals in-to the An-i-mas River and the con-nect-ing San Juan River, 
leav-ing them pol-luted for days and shut-ting down com-merce along the two rivers. 

EPA has taken re-spons-ib-il-ity for the spill, but in an Au-gust as-sess-ment said that the spill 
was “likely in-ev-it-able.” That same re-port said that the work crew thought the wa-ter pres-sure 
was lower than it was, lead-ing to the ap-proach that caused the blo-wout. 

In a state-ment Thursday, EPA spokes-man Nancy Grantham said the agency “will care-fully 
re-view the re-port.” 

“This re -port, in com-bin-a-tion with the fmd-ings of EPA’s in-tem-al re-view of the in-cid-ent, 
will help in-form EPA’s on-go-ing ef-forts to work safely and ef-fect-ively at mine sites as we 
carry out our mis-sion to pro-tect hu-man health and the en-vir-on-ment,” Grantham said. 

In the af-ter-math of the spill, Re-pub-lic-an crit-ics pounced on EPA, char-ging that the agency 
had not been trans-par-ent about the cause of the spill and was not sub-ject-ing it-self to the same 
scru-tiny it would give to a private com-pany be-hind an en-vir-on-ment-al dis-aster. 

Pre-dict-ably, Thursday’s re-port offered the same open-ing for the agency’s crit-ics in 
Con-gress. House Sci-ence Com-mit-tee chair-man Lamar Smith of Texas said that EPA’s 
“neg-li-gence is in-ex-cus-able” and that it was “ap-palling that for months the EPA failed to be 
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forth-com-ing about what went wrong.” 


Sen-ate En-vir-on-ment and Pub-lic Works Chair-man Jim In-hofe said that the re -port “raises 
sig-ni-fic-ant new ques-tions” about the spill and ques-tioned the au-thor-ity of the Bur-eau of 
Re-clam-a-tion in writ-ing the re-port. Sev-er-al com-mit-tees, in-clud-ing the House Nat-ur-al 
Re-sources Com-mit-tee, have prom-ised more ex-tens-ive fol-low-up on the spill. 

But a key find-ing from the In-teri-or De-part-ment re -port cau-tions that the cir-cum-stances 
around the Gold King Mine — which had been in-op-er-able since 1923 — “are not isol-ated or 
unique” and ex-ist at many oth-er mines across the West. Thou-sands of un-reg-u-lated mines 
from earli-er in the cen-tury were left un-ad-dressed and without reg-u-la-tion, and many are now 
leak-ing sludge pol -luted with tox-ic metals in-to wa-ter and soil. 

The U.S. Geo-lo-gic-al Sur-vey has iden-ti-fied more than 260,000 aban-doned mines, and the 
en-vir-on-ment-al group Earth-works has es-tim-ated the num-ber to be as high as a half- 
mil-lion. 

EPA was go-ing in-to the Gold King site be-cause a col-lapse had stopped up a mine portal, 
mean-ing wa-ter was build-ing up. In fact, the In-teri-or Re-port found that at the Gold King site, 
“even if no ac-tion had been taken, it may have failed on its own.” 

The EPA and state of-fi-cials in the West are work-ing through a back-log of such sites, try-ing 
to avoid the leaks and a sim-il-ar blo-wout. But the In-teri-or De-part-ment re-port cau-tions that 
bet-ter guid-ance will be needed as the ne-ces-sary cleanups con-tin-ue. 

The in-cid-ent, while pre-vent-able, is “some-what em-blem-at-ic of the cur-rent state of 
prac-tice in aban-doned-mine re-medi-ation.” 

The re-port states that fed-er-al guidelines for mine cleanups are in-con-sist-ent across agen-cies 
and that there are few writ-ten re-quire-ments for re-open-ing the mines. Those that ex-ist have 
“little ap-pre-ci-ation for the en-gin-eer-ing com-plex-ity of some aban-doned mine pro-jects that 
of-ten re-quire, but do not re-ceive, a sig-ni-fic-ant level of ex-pert-ise.” 

Associated Press (via Durango Herald) 


FEMA denies Navajo request for emergency declaration for spill 

The Associated Press Article Last Updated: Thursday, October 22, 2015 10:34pm 

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. - The Federal Emergency Management Agency has denied the Navajo 
Nation’s request for an emergency declaration to help recover from a mine spill. 

Tribal President Russell Begaye made the request earlier this month. Tribal officials have said 
they’re unsatisfied with the response of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, which 
unleased 3 million gallons of toxic wastewater from the Gold King Mine near Silverton in 
August. 
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That water eventually flowed into the San Juan River, which runs through the northern part of 
the Navajo Nation. 

FEMA said this week that most of the response and recovery efforts for the spill fall under the 
authority of other federal agencies and denied Begaye’s request. 

Begaye called FEMA’s decision ill-advised and said he will appeal. He says the spill devastated 
the Navajo Nation culturally and economically. 

Mining.com 


http://www.mining.com/epa-mine-spill-could-have-been-prevented-probe-concludes/ 

EPA mine spill could have been prevented, probe concludes 

Cecilia Jamasmie | October 23, 2015 

The big accident could have been averted if the agency had had greater expertise and acted more 
prudently, according to a government assessment. 

Results of a government probe released Thursday say the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) is to blame for the blowout at the abandoned Gold King Mine in Colorado, which caused 
a massive spill of mining wastewater into local rivers in August. 

The review by the U.S. Interior Department concludes the EPA clean-up crew mshed its work 
and failed to ponder the complex engineering involved, triggering the very blowout it hoped to 
avoid. 

The document notes the spill that contaminated rivers in three states would have been avoided 
had the EPA team checked on water levels inside the mine before digging into its entrance. 

Investigators added the accident was both "preventable" and also "emblematic" of agencies' 
inconsistent and deeply flawed approaches to reopening shuttered mines. 

The report does not assign fault to any individuals, despite prior claims from EPA Administrator, 
Gina McCarthy, that it would determine responsibility and any negligence. 

Investigators actually established that the deep causes of the accident could be found decades 
ago, when mining companies altered the flow of water through a series of interconnected tunnels 
in the extensively mined Upper Animas River watershed. 

EPA said that about 3 million gallons of toxic wastewater, triple previous estimates, poured from 
the old Colorado gold mine into local streams. 

Todd Hennis, owner of the Gold King Mine, agrees. He said in an e-mailed statement that 
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blocking the flows was what triggered mine water built-up and later overflow. 

“We have been advised of an independent investigation that has determined via photographic 
evidence analysis that the actions of the EPA in 2014 in piling a large amount of backfill 
material on the Gold King entrance blocked off the mine discharge pipe intakes,” he said. 

The Interior Department acknowledged that the plug “may have failed on its own,” but smarter 
intervention could have averted that. 

According to Hennis another disaster, way worse than the one triggered by EPA last summer, is 
on the works. He is referring to concrete dams placed in the American Tunnel by the operators of 
the Sunnyside Mine. 

“We again ask Kinross Gold Corporation of Canada to step forward and correct this horrendous 
situation," he said in the statement. 

While the investigation singles out EPA as the main responsible for triggering a 3-million-gallon 
toxic spill into Colorado’s Animas River, it did not arrive to any conclusion on why the agency 
took several days to notify the states of Utah, New Mexico and the Navajo Nation that the spill 
was coming their way. 

The agency said it was reviewing the report and offered no immediate response to it. 

Wall Street Journal 


htt pi//www.wsi.com/articles/u-s-watch-1445563760?alg : =v 

Mine Spill Blamed On Lack of Expertise 

Oct. 22,2015 9:29 p.m. ET 

The U.S. government has concluded that a lack of technical expertise was the driving factor in a 
rupture that spilled three million gallons of toxic water into a Colorado river in August as the 
Environmental Protection Agency was trying to clean up an abandoned gold mine. 

Interior Department investigators said in a report Thursday that a project team contracted by the 
EPA didn’t correctly analyze the status of the abandoned mine, underestimating the toxic water 
that had built up inside. 

“This error resulted in development of a plan to open the mine in a manner that appeared to 
guard against blowout, but instead led directly to the failure,” according to the report, written by 
officials at the department’s Bureau of Reclamation. 

Nancy Grantham, a spokeswoman for the EPA, said the agency will review the report. “This 
report, in combination with the findings of EPA’s internal review of the incident, will help 
inform EPA’s ongoing efforts to work safely and effectively at mine sites,” Ms. Grantham said 


1806803 


ED 000802 00001121-00010 



in an email. 


— Amy Harder 
Buzzfeed News 


http://www.buzzfeed.com/claudiakoemer/epa-error-caused-mine-spill-that-contaminated-a- 

colorado-riv#.aii82m7P4 

EPA Error Caused Mine Spill That Contaminated A Colorado River, Report Says 

The blowout at the Gold King Mine sent 3 million gallons of contaminated water into the Animas 
River in August, a disaster that experts said will likely affect the region for years. 

Originally posted on Oct. 22, 2015, at 6:36 p.m. 

Updated on Oct. 22, 2015, at 8:49 p.m. 

Claudia Koemer 

The mine blowout that turned a Colorado river a sickly orange for several days over the summer 
was caused by the Environmental Protection Agency team working on a clean-up project, 
according to an independent report by government investigators. 

The Department of Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation on Thursday delivered its report on the 
Gold King Mine incident to the EPA, summarizing how the spill was caused and offering 
recommendations to prevent future disasters. The failures at Gold King Mine show larger issues 
within the procedures the government uses to remediate abandoned mines, the report stated. 

“[We] found that the conditions and actions that led to the Gold King Mine incident are not 
isolated or unique, and in fact are surprisingly prevalent,” investigators wrote. 

EPA spokeswoman Nancy Grantham said in a statement the agency will carefully review the 
report along with its own internal investigation. 

“This report, in combination with the findings of EPA’s internal review of the incident, will help 
inform EPA’s ongoing efforts to work safely and effectively at mine sites as we cany out our 
mission to protect human health and the environment,” she said. 

According to the Associated Press, thousands of mining tunnels in the western U.S. are filled 
with the same contaminated sludge. Government authorities have struggled with clean-up efforts 
for years, and many waterways have been contaminated as the old mines’ contents seep out. 

In spite of the serious nature of the issue, the investigators found there are few requirements 
about how a clean-up should be managed. Clean-up efforts often focus on environmental issues 
with “little appreciation for the engineering complexity of some abandoned mine projects that 
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often require, but do not receive a significant level of expertise,” the report stated. 

Regarding the Gold King Mine, the report said the EPA team guessed the water levels within the 
mine tunnel were at about the same height as the seepage coming through a blocked-up portal. In 
reality, the water levels were higher and pressurized, as if against a dam. 

“This error resulted in development of a plan to open in the mine in a manner that appeared to 
guard against blowout, but instead led directly to the failure,” the report stated. 

The error could have been corrected if the team had used a drill rig to bore into the mine from 
above to check the water levels — a technique used in a another mine clean-up nearby. 

“Although this was apparently considered at Gold King, it was not done,” the report said. “Had it 
been done, the plan to open the mine would have been revised, and the blowout would not have 
occurred.” 

The EPA responded that the site conditions at Gold King Mine made this kind of drilling 
difficult. 

“The Review Team identified technical challenges, safety, timing, and cost as factors in 
considering this technique — and also identified the steepness and instability of slopes at the site 
as a key safety consideration,” Grantham said. 

The report did not detail communication and decision-making within the EPA to assign blame. 
The technical implications, however, were clear, investigators said. 

“The incident at Gold King Mine is somewhat emblematic of the current state of practice in 
abandoned mine remediation,” the report stated. 

In addition to miscalculating water levels, the report said the EPA team failed to analyze the 
consequences of a potential failure as well as how their work could affect the local groundwater 
system. 

After the blowout, contaminated water moved as a plume through the Animas River as it traveled 
into New Mexico and Utah, toward Lake Powell. Residents were urged not to drink or come into 
contact with the water. 

River closures caused economic hardship for farmers as well as recreation businesses. The 
contamination didn’t appear to have immediate effects on wildlife, but officials acknowledged 
that sediment could resurface in coming years. 

US News & World Report 

http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2015/lQ/22/epa-to-b 1 ame-for-preventab1e-gold-king-niine- 

s pi 1 1 -in teri or-dept-fi nds 
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EPA to Blame for 'Preventable' Gold King Mine Spill 

The accident is 'emblematic' of a lackadaisical approach to remediating shuttered mines, a 
review finds. 

By Alan Neuhauser Oct. 22, 2015 | 5:55 p.m. EDT + More 

The Environmental Protection Agency is directly at fault for the August mine spill in Colorado 
that it had been working to prevent, according to a government report released Thursday. 

The blowout from the abandoned Gold King Mine, five miles north of Silverton, spewed 3 
million gallons of acid mine water and heavy metals into Colorado and Utah rivers, turning the 
waterways a sickly yellow-orange. 

People kayak in the Animas River near Durango, Colo., Thursday, Aug. 6, 2015, in water 
colored from a mine waste spill. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said that a cleanup 
team was working with heavy equipment Wednesday to secure an entrance to the Gold King 
Mine. Workers instead released an estimated 1 million gallons of mine waste into Cement Creek, 
which flows into the Animas River. 

While EPA officials called the Aug. 5 accident "likely inevitable" in the weeks after the spill, the 
review by the Interior Department found it was both "preventable" and also "emblematic" of 
agencies' inconsistent and deeply flawed approaches to reopening shuttered mines. 

Most critically, the EPA contractors working at the site chose not to bore a hole to physically 
check the amount of water inside the mine before digging - a step that previously had been taken 
to successfully reopen another mine in 2011. 

"Had it been done, the plan to open the mine would have been revised, and the blowout would 
not have occurred," said the review, which was requested by the EPA and performed by the 
Interior Department's Bureau of Reclamation. 

What's more, such an incident could easily happen again, the authors said. "The conditions and 
actions that led to the Gold King Mine incident are not isolated or unique, and in fact are 
surprisingly prevalent." 

Standards for reopening and remediating flooded mines "are inconsistent from one agency to 
another," the investigators found. There are few "written requirements that government agencies 
are required to follow," suggesting "little appreciation for the engineering complexity of some 
abandoned mine projects that often require, but do not receive, a significant level of expertise." 

EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy apologized for the spill after it occurred. 

The review does not assign blame to specific workers or officials. It also sheds little light on the 
internal communications and decision-making that led up to the blowout - a chain of events that 
provoked "serious reservations" from one of the report's peer reviewers, an official with the 
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Army Coips of Engineers. 

For example, a change in field coordinators overseeing work at the site created some "urgency to 
start digging" without waiting for technical input - a decision that goes unexplained in the 
review. 

The report authors maintain they were "hired to perform a technical evaluation of the causes of 
the incident" and were "not asked to look into internal communications" or to "perform an 
investigation into a 'finding of fault.'" 

The Navajo Nation reportedly plans to sue the EPA for the spill. Attorneys in the area are also 
soliciting clients. 

Lid Time (other websites) 

http://www.lidtime.com/investigators-blame-epa-in-colorado-mine-wastewater-spill-4012/ 

Investigators Blame EPA in Colorado Mine Wastewater Spill 

MIKE DOOLEY 11 HOURS AGO, 10/22/15 1 1:59 PM EST 

The Colorado spill would have been avoided had the EPA team checked on water levels inside 
the inactive Gold King Mine before digging into its collapsed and leaking entrance, a team of 
engineers from Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation concluded in a 132-page report released 
Thursday. A temporary treatment plant, not pictured, has begun cleaning up polluted water 
flowing from the Gold King Mine in southwestern Colorado after an accident sent millions of 
gallons of waste into rivers in three states. 

EPA documents show that officials knew of the potential for a wastewater spill and described it 
as “likely inevitable 14 . 

The blowout fouled rivers in Colorado, Utah and New Mexico, temporarily shutting down 
drinking water supplies and cropland irrigation. 

The report from the Interior Department disagrees. EPA officials in a statement said they would 
“carefully review” the report, and said conditions at the mine made it too hard or risky to drill a 
measurement well before digging in. 

Remember this past August when the EPA released several million - yes, million - gallons of 
toxic wastewater into the Animas River? 

Published July 30 in The Silverton Standard & The Miner local newspaper, Dave Taylor’s letter 
to the editor said, “It appears to me that the EPA is setting your town and the area up for a 
possible Superfund blitzkrieg”, referring to a status that allocates trust funds to clean up 
emergency contamination sites. 
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The engineers stopped short of assigning fault to any individuals, despite prior claims from EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy that the probe would determine if any negligence was involved. 

“This report, in combination with the findings of EPA’s internal review of the incident, will help 
inform EPA’s ongoing efforts to work safely and effectively at mine sites as we carry out our 
mission to protect human health and the environment”, said Nancy Grantham, an EPA 
spokeswoman. “As for the Corps” concerns over EPA’s internal handling of the Gold King 
operation, the Interior said such worries were beyond the scope of its report. 

“There are various guidelines for this type of work but there is little in actual written 
requirements that government agencies are required to follow when reopening an abandoned 
mine”, said the report, which was reviewed by the United States Geological Survey and the 
Army Corps of Engineers. 

The report, which was peer-reviewed by experts from two other federal agencies, says federal 
and state officials must develop plans to address the nation’s abandoned or unused mines before 
another disaster happens. 

With coal mines, monitoring and cleanups are funded in part by a fee companies pay, and costs 
are passed on to utility customers. 

“Although this was apparently considered at Gold King, it was not done”, the report found. “Had 
it been done, the plan to open the mine would have been revised, and the blowout would not 
have occurred”. The EPA has been left to prioritize cleanups with insufficient information and 
funding, the report said. 

The Hill 


http://thehill.com/policv/energv-environment/overnights/257816-overnight-energv-probe-of- 

colorado-mine-spill-blames-epa 


Overnight Energy: Probe of Colorado mine spill blames EPA 

By Timothy Cama and Devin Henry - 10/22/15 05:43 PM EDT 

SPILL WAS PREVENTABLE: Federal experts concluded in a Thursday report that the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) could have prevented the August mine waste spill in 
Colorado. 

The report, by the Interior Department's Bureau of Reclamation, focuses on the engineering and 
technical aspects behind the spill at the Gold King Mine. 

It found that the EPA and its partners decided against drilling a key borehole into the mine that 
could have indicated the volume and pressure of the wastewater. 

"This error resulted in development of a plan to open the mine in a manner that appeared to 


1806803 


ED 000802 00001121-00015 



guard against blowout, but instead led directly to the failure," the report said. 

It contrasts with the EPA's report that found that the spill was "likely inevitable." 

But nonetheless, Interior concluded that based on the engineering of the plug holding back the 
wastewater, "eventually, even if no action had been taken, it may have failed on its own." 

Read more here. 

Associated Press (Update at 5:25pm) 

htt p://bigstory.ap.org/article/7d8b2899205646fcbe5f62bc35c29554/apncwsbrcak-epa-mine-spill- 

could-have-been-prevented 

Probe finds EPA error caused mine spill it hoped to avoid 

By MATTHEW BROWN 
Oct. 22,2015 5:25 PM EDT 

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — Government investigators squarely blamed the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency on Thursday for a 3 million-gallon wastewater spill from a Colorado gold 
mine, saying an EPA cleanup crew rushed its work and failed to consider the complex 
engineering involved, triggering the very blowout it hoped to avoid. 

The spill that fouled rivers in three states would have been avoided had the EPA team checked 
on water levels inside the Gold King Mine before digging into a collapsed and leaking mine 
entrance, Interior Department investigators concluded. 

The technical report on the causes of the Aug. 5 spill has implications across the United States, 
where similar disasters could lurk among an estimated hundreds of thousands of abandoned 
mines that have yet to be cleaned up. The total cost of containing this mining industry mess 
could top $50 billion, according to government estimates. 

The root causes of the Colorado accident began decades ago, when mining companies altered the 
flow of water through a series of interconnected tunnels in the extensively mined Upper Animas 
River watershed, the report says. 

EPA documents show its officials knew of the potential for a major blowout from the Gold King 
Mine near Silverton as early as June 2014. After the spill, EPA officials described the blowout as 
"likely inevitable" because millions of gallons of pressurized water had been bottling up inside 
the mine. 

The Interior report directly refutes that assertion. It says the cleanup team could have used a drill 
rig to bore into the mine tunnel from above, safely gauging the danger of a blowout and planning 
the excavation accordingly. Instead, the EPA crew, with the agreement of Colorado mining 
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officials, assumed the mine was only partially inundated. 

"This error resulted in development of a plan to open the mine in a manner that appeared to 
guard against blowout, but instead led directly to the failure," according to engineers from 
Interior's Bureau of Reclamation, who spent two months evaluating the accident. 

The blowout tainted rivers in Colorado, Utah, New Mexico, and on the Navajo Nation with 
dangerous heavy metals including arsenic and lead, temporarily shutting down drinking water 
supplies and cropland irrigation. 

The report stops short of assigning fault to any individuals, despite prior claims from EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy that it would determine fault and any negligence. 

A U.S. Army Corps of Engineers official whose review of the conclusions was included in the 
report expressed "serious reservations" over the EPA's failure to explain exactly how its 
communications broke down and why its officials were so insistent on starting work without 
more information about the complexities involved. 

Richard Olsen, a senior geotechnical engineer with the Coips, also questioned why a change in 
the EPA coordinator for Gold King led to an "urgency to start digging" even though another 
EPA official had expressed some uncertainty. 

The second EPA official in July asked for an outside review of the agency's plans by one of the 
Bureau of Reclamation engineers involved in Thursday's report. A meeting between the EPA, 
state officials and the engineer was scheduled for Aug. 14 — nine days after the blowout. 

EPA officials pointed out that the mine plug already was leaking and could have eventually 
blown out anyway, and the Interior report acknowledged that was possible. 

EPA spokeswoman Nancy Grantham said the report "will help inform EPA's ongoing efforts to 
work safely and effectively at mine sites as we carry out our mission to protect human health and 
the environment." 

A separate investigation is pending from the EPA Inspector General's Office. 

Members of Congress seized on the report to slam the government's handling of the spill. But 
whereas Republicans such as U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner of Colorado focused their ire on the EPA, 
U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet, also of Colorado and a Democrat, repeated his call for industry 
reforms to speed mine cleanups. 

Guidelines for cleaning up abandoned mines focus on details such as water sampling and 
treatment. Yet they have "little appreciation for the engineering complexity," and require but 
don't receive significant expertise, the Interior Department's 132-page report concluded. 

Plugging abandoned or inactive mines has been common industry practice for more than a 
century. The report lists 31 mines across the U.S. where so-called bulkheads were installed since 
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the 1950s to stem the flow of water into or out of a mine. 


With coal mines, monitoring and cleanups are funded in part by a fee companies pay. No such 
arrangements exist for inoperative hard-rock mines, and that's a national problem, the report 
noted. 

Given industry opposition to efforts to hold mine owners accountable, the cleanup has been left 
to a scattering of federal and state agencies, without common standards or even lists of the most 
problematic mines. 

In the wake of the Gold King spill, EPA temporarily halted some work at 10 polluted mining 
complexes in Montana, California, Colorado and Missouri because of similar conditions. 

Abandoned hard-rock underground mines are not subject to the same federal and state safety 
requirements other mining operations must follow, and "experience indicates that they should 
be," the report concluded. 

"A collapsed flooded mine is in effect a dam, and failure must be prevented by routine 
monitoring, maintenance, and in some cases remediation. However, there appears to be a general 
absence of knowledge of the risks associated with these facilities. A comprehensive 
identification of sites, evaluation of the potential to fail, and estimation of the likely downstream 
consequences should failure occur, are good first steps in such an endeavor." 


From: Bressler, Lindsey 

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 5:32 PM 

To: StClair, Christie < StClair.Christie@epa.gov >; Grantham, Nancy 

< G ran th am .Nancy @ epa . gov >: Harrison, Melissa < Harrison.Me1issa@epa.gov >: Purchia, Liz 
< Piirchia.Liz@epa.gov >: Hull, George < Hu11.George@epa.gov >: Deitz, Randy 
< Deitz.Randy@epa.gov >; Cohen, Nancy < Cohen.Nancy@epa.gov >; Allen, Laura 

< Allen. Laura@epa.gov > 

Subject: RE: DOI GKM Review Clips 


USA Today 

http://www.usatodav.com/storv/news/2015/10/22/investigation-savs-gold-king-mine- 
blowout-caMsed-failure-check-fl.ood.ing/7441 1118/ 


Investigation says Gold King Mine blowout caused by failure to check flooding 
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Trevor Hughes, USA TODAY 5:19 p.m. EDT October 22, 2015 


DENVER - Environmental officials who caused a massive mine blowout that contaminated the 
Animas River through three states this summer failed to check how much water was inside the 
flooded Gold King Mine before they ordered excavations, according to a new federal report 
ordered by Congress. 


The 132-page report stops short of blaming anyone specific for causing the blowout, which 
turned the southwestern Colorado river a bright orange-yellow for several days. But the report 
identifies a series of mistakes, chief among them that the EPA failed to measure the water’s 
depth before digging through the collapsed entrance of the mine. 


An estimated 3 million gallons of contaminated water began pouring out, at one point shooting 
two feet into the air, before cascading down the rocky hillside. The tainted water contaminated 
Cement Creek and then the Animas River, which flows from Silverton through Durango, Colo, 
and then into New Mexico and Arizona. 


The report also has a serious warning: “In preparing this report, (the Bureau of Reclamation) 
found that the conditions and actions that led to the Gold King Mine incident are not isolated or 
unique, and in fact are surprisingly prevalent.” 


The shocking, albeit temporary, color of the river drew international attention as water 
contaminated with iron-oxyhydroxide sediment and heavy metals gushed downstream before the 
EPA could build temporary retaining ponds to divert and treat the pollution. 


The Bureau of Reclamation operates and builds dams, and its Denver-based experts said the EPA 
should have consulted with them more closely before beginning work on the Gold King. The 
EPA had closely consulted with the BOR on draining another nearby mine, called the Red & 

Bonita. 
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More than 100,000 abandoned or unused mines dot the West, many of them leaking 
contaminated waste water into nearby rivers, especially when winter snows melt in the spring. 
But the EPA’s actions drew massive and swift condemnation by politicians from both parties 
upset that the very agency supposed to be protecting the environment instead made things worse. 


The EPA has also been criticized for failing to swiftly notify local officials about the breach, 
which happened in a mountainous area where there’s no cell phone service. 


The report says the EPA should have measured the mine’s water level - as it had done at another 
mine just a few hundred feet away - before attempting to drain it. 


“Had it been done, the plan to open the mine would have been revised, and the blowout would 
not have occurred,” the report says. The EPA was working on the mine at the request of 
Colorado officials, who worried it was contaminating drinking water for downstream residents. 


The report, which was peer-reviewed by experts from two other federal agencies, says federal 
and state officials must develop plans to address the nation’s abandoned or unused mines before 
another disaster happens. The report says there’s a lack of oversight and monitoring of the risks 
posed by flooded mines. The Gold King's owner says the mine flooded when another nearby 
mine blocked its entrances. 


“They represent a form of decaying infrastructure that is poorly maintained and, some of which, 
can fail with disastrous results. A collapsed flooded mine is in effect a dam, and failure must be 
prevented by routine monitoring, maintenance, and in some cases remediation,” the report 
concluded. “However, there appears to be a general absence of knowledge of the risks associated 
with these facilities.” 


The mine spill forced downstream communities to temporarily halt using the river for drinking 
water, and prompted farmers in the Navajo Nation to truck in irrigation water for their crops. In a 
series of Congressional hearings, elected officials have excoriated the EPA for its handling of the 
incident, including the delay in informing downstream residents of the pollution. 
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The river has returned to its original color, but people living alongside it worry next spring’s 
melting snow will stir up settled contamination and again contaminate the water. 


From: Bressler, Lindsey 

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 5:05 PM 

To: StClair, Christie < StClair.Christie@epa.gov >: Grantham, Nancy 

< Grantham .Nancv@epa.gov >: Harrison, Melissa < Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov >: Purchia, Liz 
< Purchia.Liz@epa.gov >: Hull, George < Hull.George@,epa.gov >: Deitz, Randy 
< Deitz, Randv@epa.gov >: Cohen, Nancy < Cohen.Nancy@epa.gov >: Allen, Laura 
< A 1 1 en . Laura@epa. gov > 

Subject: RE: DOI GKM Review Clips 


Washington Free Beacon 


htt p://freebeacon.com/issues/investigators-blame-epa-in-colorado-mine-wastewater-spill/ 


Investigators Blame EPA in Colorado Mine Wastewater Spill 


BY : Morgan Chalfant 
October 22, 2015 4:53 pm 


Federal investigators faulted the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for dumping 3 million 
gallons of wastewater from a Colorado gold mine into the Animas and San Juan Rivers in 
August. 


According to investigators from the Interior Department, EPA officials could have prevented the 
spill. 


1806803 


ED 000802 00001121-00021 



The Associated Press reported: 


The spill that fouled rivers in three states would have been avoided had the EPA team checked 
on water levels inside the Gold King Mine before digging into its entrance, Interior Department 
investigators concluded. ... EPA documents show its officials knew of the potential for a major 
blowout from the Gold King Mine near Silverton as early as June 2014. EPA officials described 
the blowout as “likely inevitable” because so much water had built up inside the mine. The 
Interior report directly refutes that assertion and says the cleanup team could have used a drill rig 
to bore into the mine from above to gauge the danger of a blowout. 


Engineers from the Interior Department’s Bureau of Reclamation have been probing the incident, 
which occurred in early August, for two months. They concluded that the EPA’s error “led 
directly to the failure.” 


However, investigators did not lay blame on any EPA officials in particular for the spill. The 
wastewater spilled into waters in Colorado, Utah, and New Mexico, resulting in halts in drinking 
water and crop irrigation supplies from the rivers. 


The EPA inspector general is also probing the incident. Some estimate that the damage cost over 
$50 billion. 


From: Bressler, Lindsey 

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 4:50 PM 

To: StClair, Christie < StClair.Christie@epa.gov >; Grantham, Nancy 

< Grantham .Nancy@epa.gov >; Harrison, Melissa < Hamson.Meli ss a@epa.gov >; Purchia, Liz 

< Purchia.Liz@epa.gov >; Hull, George < Hull.George@epa.gov >; Deitz, Randy 
< Peitz.Randy@epa.gov >; Cohen, Nancy < C ohen.Nancv@epa.gov >; Allen, Laura 
< A l len.Laura@epa.gov > 

Subject: RE: DOI GKM Review Clips 


Christian Science Monitor 
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http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/2015/1022/EPA-should-have-prevented-toxic-Animas- 
river-spill-federal-investigati on-finds 


EPA should have prevented toxic Animas river spill, federal investigation finds 


The Interior Department's investigation into the Gold King Mine blowout has found that the EPA 
is responsible for polluting the Animas River. Some are still hopeful the pollution will spur 
greater environmental protection. 


By Corey Fedde, Staff OCTOBER 22, 2015 


A government investigation has found the US Environmental Protection Agency is at fault for a 
massive wastewater spill in Colorado. 


The wastewater spill from a Colorado gold mine polluted rivers in three states, turning the water 
mustard yellow. Investigators from the US Interior Department have concluded that the EPA 
could have avoided such a spill if they had checked the water levels in the Gold King Mine 
before digging. The EPA was attempting to manage the levels within the mine to prevent the 
exact spill they have now been blamed for causing. 


With hundreds of thousands of mines across the United States and 500,000 in the West alone, the 
findings and report could have wide-reaching implications. 


EPA documents show that officials knew of the potential for a wastewater spill and described it 
as “likely inevitable.” 


The report from the Interior Department disagrees. Investigators asserted that if the EPA team 
had drilled into the mine from above in order to test the water levels, they would have had a 
better idea of the danger of a blowout. 
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"This error resulted in development of a plan to open the mine in a manner that appeared to 
guard against blowout, but instead led directly to the failure," engineers from the Interior’s 
Bureau of Reclamation, who evaluated the blowout for months, told the Associated Press. 


Environmentalists are hopeful that images of the wastewater spill will spur more action to help 
clean the abandoned mines and improve the environment. 


They cite the 1969 Cuyahoga River, which became a visible symbol of the nation’s rampant 
water pollution problem. The surface of the river was so contaminated with oil that it caught fire 
and damaged a railroad bridge. The situation spurred passing of environmental laws like the 
Clean Water Act. 


The mustard colored waters of Cement Creek and the Animas River have the potential to provide 
a similar visual symbol for another generation of environmental protection laws, advocates say. 


The wastewater spill “might be a great teaching moment,” Judith Kohler, spokeswoman for the 
National Wildlife Federation office in Denver, told The Christian Science Monitor in August. 


This report includes material from the Associated Press. 


Tweets: 


Sen. John Barrasso SenJohnBarrasso 

New DOI report confirms #EPA could have prevented #GoldKingMine disaster. EPA literally 
and figuratively blew it. http://l . usa. gov/1 W7aqrG 


Sen. John Barrasso @SenJohnBarrasso 
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Responsibility for #GoldKingMine disaster lands directly on #EPA’s doorstep. I want to know 
who at the EPA will be held accountable. 


Rep. Bob Gibbs @RepBobGibbs 

My full statement on the @Interior report on Gold King Mine spill: 

htt ps://pbs.twimg.com/media/CR8vLw2U8AEcrq 1 .jpg 


From: Bressler, Lindsey 

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 4:44 PM 

To: StClair, Christie < StClair.Christie@epa.gov >; Grantham, Nancy 
< Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov >: Harrison, Melissa < Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov >: Purchia, Liz 
< Purchia.Liz@epa.gov >: Hull, George < Hull .George@epa.gov >: Deitz, Randy 
< Peitz.Randv@epa.gov >: Cohen, Nancy < Cohen.Nancv@epa.gov >: Allen, Laura 
< A1 1 en . Laura@epa. gov > 

Subject: RE: D01 GKM Review Clips 


Daily Caller 


http://dailvca11er.com/2015/10/22/govt-report-raises-serious-questions-about-epas-handling-of- 

gold-king-mine/ 


Gov’t Report Raises Serious Questions About EPA’s Handling Of Gold King Mine 


MICHAEL BASTASCH 
4:27 PM 10/22/2015 
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The Department of Interior (DOI) has released its technical review of the EPA-caused Colorado 
mine spill that unleashed 3 million gallons of toxic wastewater into nearby waterways last 
August. Interior found the spill could have been avoided had EPA been more careful. 


More importantly, is the report’s U.S. Army Corps of Engineer reviewer notes the “actual cause 
of failure is some combination of issues related to EPA internal communications, administrative 
authorities, and/or a break in the decision path.” 


In fact, the Coips reviewer blasted the Interior’s review for being “non-specific regarding the 
source of information concerning EPA documents and interviews with EPA employees and the 
onsite contractor.” 


“[The Coips] believes that the investigation and report should have described what happened 
internal within EPA that resulted in the path forward and eventually caused the failure,” 
according to a section of DOFs report describing the Coips concerns. 


“The report discusses field observations by EPA (and why they continued digging), but does not 
describe why a change in EPA field coordinators caused the urgency to start digging out the plug 
rather than wait for [Bureau of Reclamation] technical input as prescribed by the EPA project 
leader,” the report said of the Coips’ concerns. 


In August, EPA workers using heavy equipment caused a blowout at the Gold King Mine near 
the town of Silverton, Colo. More than 3 million gallons of toxic wastewater eventually made its 
way into the Animas River and eventually moved into waterways in Utah and New Mexico. 


Republican lawmakers, state officials and Native American tribes levied heavy criticism on the 
EPA for the spill in the days that followed. The EPA certainly took responsibility, but tried to 
mitigate the blame by saying the mine blowout was small compared to mine wastewater leaks in 
the region that happen every year. 


“Based upon 2009 - 2014 flow data, approximately 330 million gallons of contaminated water 
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was being discharged from mines in the Watershed each year to Cement Creek and the Animas 
River - 100 times more than the estimated release from the Gold King Mine on August 5,” EPA 
Chief Gina McCarthy told Congress last month. 


Republicans, however, criticized EPA for not acting quickly enough to notify local officials of 
the mine blowout and for not firing those responsible. 


Navajo Nation was furious with EPA for allegedly trying to swindle them out of future claims 
for spill damages and then providing tribal fanners with tainted water. The tribe has threatened 
to sue the EPA over the incident. 


EPA eventually released its own assessment of the spill, claiming a mine blowout would have 
happened anyways. The report did acknowledge agency workers could have drilled into the mine 
instead of using an excavator to open it up. 


Interior’s report, however, contradicts EPA’s claim that a mine blowout was imminent regardless 
of EPA actions. Interior investigators found that had the EPA opened the Gold King Mine the 
exact same way it opened the Red and Bonita Mine in 201 1, a blowout would have been 
prevented. 


“A critical difference between the Gold King plan and that used at the Red and Bonita Mine in 
201 1 was the use in the latter case of a drill rig to bore into the mine from above and directly 
determine the level of the mine pool prior to excavating backfill at the portal,” Interior noted. 


“Although this was apparently considered at Gold King, it was not done,” the report found. “Had 
it been done, the plan to open the mine would have been revised, and the blowout would not 
have occurred.” 


EPA and other agencies also made flawed assumptions about the amount of wastewater filling up 
in the mine. 
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“It was incorrectly concluded that the water level inside the mine was at a similar elevation [six 
feet above the adit floor], a few feet below the top of the adit roof,” Interior reported. “This error 
resulted in development of a plan to open the mine in a manner that appeared to guard against 
blowout, but instead led directly to the failure.” 


As for the Corps’ concerns over EPA’s internal handling of the Gold King operation, the Interior 
said such worries were beyond the scope of its report. Interior’s report is only a technical review 
of the mine blowout and not meant to assign liability. 


EPA requested the Department of Interior report. Technical Evaluation of the Gold King Mine 
Incident, to provide an independent assessment of factors that contributed to the August 5, 2015 
Gold Mine incident. EPA will carefully review the report,” EPA spokeswoman Nancy Grantham 
told The Daily Caller News Foundation. 


This report in combination with the findings of EPA’s internal review of the incident, will help 
inform EPA’s ongoing efforts to work safely and effectively at mine sites as we carry out our 
mission to protect human health and the environment,” Grantham said 


The EPA inspector general’s office is conducting its own investigation into the spill which could 
assign blame for the spill. 


Associated Press (Updated 4:05 ED) 

htt p://bigstorv.ap.org/article/7d8b2899205646fcbe5f62bc35c29554/apnewsbreak-epa-rnine-spi11- 

could-have-been-prevented 


Interior finds EPA caused mine spill it hoped to avoid 

By MATTHEW BROWN 
Oct. 22,2015 4:08 PM EDT 


1806803 


ED 000802 00001121-00028 



BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — Government investigators squarely blamed the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency Thursday for a 3 million gallon wastewater spill from a Colorado gold mine, 
saying an EPA cleanup crew rushed its work and failed to consider the complex engineering 
involved, triggering the very blowout it hoped to avoid. 


The spill that fouled rivers in three states would have been avoided had the EPA team checked 
on water levels inside the Gold King Mine before digging into a collapsed and leaking mine 
entrance, Interior Department investigators concluded. 


The technical report on the causes of the Aug. 5 spill has implications across the United States, 
where similar disasters could lurk among the hundreds of thousands of abandoned mines that 
have yet to be cleaned up. Some estimates put the total cost of containing this mining industry 
mess at more than $50 billion. 


The report says the root causes of the Colorado accident began decades earlier, when mining 
companies altered the flow of water through a series of interconnected tunnels in the extensively 
mined Upper Animas River watershed. 


EPA documents show its officials knew of the potential for a major blowout from the Gold King 
Mine near Silverton as early as June 2014. After the spill, EPA officials described the blowout as 
"likely inevitable" because millions of gallons of pressurized water had been bottling up inside 
the mine. 


The Interior report directly refutes that assertion. It says the cleanup team could have used a drill 
rig to bore into the shaft from above, safely gauging the danger of a blowout and planning the 
excavation accordingly. Instead, the EPA crew, with the agreement of Colorado mining officials, 
assumed the shaft was only partially inundated. 


"This error resulted in development of a plan to open the mine in a manner that appeared to 
guard against blowout, but instead led directly to the failure," according to engineers from 
Interior's Bureau of Reclamation, who spent two months evaluating the technical circumstances. 
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The blowout fouled rivers in Colorado, Utah and New Mexico, temporarily shutting down 
drinking water supplies and cropland irrigation. 


The report stops short of assigning fault to any individuals, despite prior claims from EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy that it would determine fault and any negligence. 


A U.S. Army Coips of Engineers official whose review of the conclusions was included in the 
report expressed "serious reservations" over the EPA's failure to explain exactly how its 
communications broke down and why its officials were so insistent on starting work without 
more information about the complexities involved. 


Richard Olsen, a senior geotechnical engineer with the Coips, also questioned why a change in 
the EPA field coordinator for Gold King led to an "urgency to start digging" even though another 
EPA official had expressed some uncertainty about the potential risks. 


That second EPA official in July asked for an outside review of the agency's plans by one of the 
Bureau of Reclamation engineers involved in Thursday's report. A meeting between the EPA and 
the engineer had been scheduled for Aug. 14 — nine days after the blowout. 


EPA officials pointed out that the mine plug already was leaking and could have eventually 
blown out anyway, and the Interior report acknowledged that this was possible. 


EPA spokeswoman Nancy Grantham said the report "will help inform EPA's ongoing efforts to 
work safely and effectively at mine sites as we carry out our mission to protect human health and 
the environment." 


A separate investigation into the spill is pending from the EPA Inspector General's Office. 


Guidelines for cleaning up abandoned focus on details such as water sampling and treatment. Yet 
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they have "little appreciation for the engineering complexity," and require but don't receive 
significant expertise, the Interior Department's 132-page report concluded. 


Plugging abandoned or inactive mines has been common industry practice for more than a 
century. The report lists 31 mines across the U.S. where so-called bulkheads were installed since 
the 1950s to stem the flow of water into or out of a mine. 


With coal mines, monitoring and cleanups are funded in part by a fee companies pay, and costs 
are passed on to utility customers. No such arrangements exist for inoperative hard-rock mines, 
and that's a national problem, the report noted. 


Given industry opposition to efforts to hold mine owners accountable, the cleanup has been left 
to a scattering of federal and state agencies, without common standards or even lists of the most 
problematic mines. The EPA has been left to prioritize cleanups with insufficient information 
and funding, the report said. 


In the wake of the Gold King spill, EPA temporarily halted some work at 10 polluted mining 
complexes in Montana, California, Colorado and Missouri because of similar conditions. 


Abandoned hard-rock underground mines are not subject to the same federal and state safety 
requirements other mining operations must follow, and "experience indicates that they should 
be," the report concluded. 


"A collapsed flooded mine is in effect a dam, and failure must be prevented by routine 
monitoring, maintenance, and in some cases remediation. However, there appears to be a general 
absence of knowledge of the risks associated with these facilities. A comprehensive 
identification of sites, evaluation of the potential to fail, and estimation of the likely downstream 
consequences should failure occur, are good first steps in such an endeavor." 


Durango Herald 
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http://www- durangoherald.com/article/20 1. 5 1 022/N EW SO 1/15 1 029862/- 
l/taxonomy/Independent-report-blames-EPA-for-Gold-King-spill — 


Independent report blames EPA for Gold King spill 


Could have been prevented, but plagued by errors 


By Peter Marcus Herald staff writer Article Last Updated: Thursday, October 22, 2015 1 :50pm 


DENVER - Federal investigators said Thursday that engineering errors by an Environmental 
Protection Agency-contracted team “led directly” to the August Gold King Mine spill. 


The long-awaited report from the Interior Department, following spillage of an estimated 3 
million gallons of acid mining sludge into the Animas River, also stated that the event could 
have been prevented. 


“It was incorrectly concluded that the water level inside the mine was at a similar elevation, a 
few feet below the top of the adit roof. This error resulted in development of a plan to open the 
mine in a manner that appeared to guard against blowout, but instead led directly to the failure,” 
the report by the Bureau of Reclamation states. 


The Interior Department was charged with conducting an independent investigation, after 
national and international coverage of the event that turned the Animas River orange, shutting 
the river for eight days because of initial spikes in heavy metals, including lead, copper and 
cadmium. 


The investigation revealed that the EPA team should have used a drill rig to bore into the mine 
from above in order to determine the level of the mine pool prior to excavation. 
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“Although this was apparently considered at Gold King, it was not done,” the report stated. “Had 
it been done, the plan to open the mine would have been revised, and the blowout would not 
have occurred.” 


Investigators also went on to highlight the historical context of the blowout, pointing out that 
groundwater conditions in the upper reaches of Cement Creek have been significantly altered by 
the establishment of extensive underground mine workings, the extension of the American 
Tunnel to the Sunnyside Mine, and the subsequent plugging of the American Tunnel. 


Tweets: 


TIME.com @TIME 

EPA missed a chance to prevent Colorado mine spill, investigation finds http://ti.me/lLIzlaZ 


Durango Herald @DurangoHerald 

Report blames #EPA for #GoldKingMine spill, says it could have been prevented 

htt ps://shar.es/! uE49s # Animas River 


Amy Harder @AmyAHarder 

Government report: Lack of expertise on part of EPA team caused August 5 toxic mine spill into 
Colorado river, http://on.wsi.eom/l M8LZ7D 


Manuel Quinones @ManuelQ 

Copy of Interior's report on EPA Gold King mine spill report http://ow.lv/TJBNK Says agency 
underestimated the risk of a blowout. 
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From: Bressler, Lindsey 

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 4:18 PM 

To: StClair, Christie < StClair.Christie@epa.gov >; Grantham, Nancy 

< Gran tharn .Nancy @epa. gov >: Harrison, Melissa < Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov >; Purchia, Liz 

< Purchia.Liz@epa.gov >: Hull, George < Hull.George@epa.gov >: Deitz, Randy 
< Deitz.Randy@epa.gov >; Cohen, Nancy < Cohen.Nancy@epa.gov >; Allen, Laura 
< A1 1 en . Laura@,epa. gov > 

Subject: RE: DOI GKM Review Clips 


Washington Times 


http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/oct/22/epa-mine-spill-was-preventable-not- 
inevi table/ 


EPA mine spill was preventable, not inevitable 


By Valerie Richardson - The Washington Times - Thursday, October 22, 2015 


DENVER — The Environmental Protection Agency botched the cleanup effort at the Gold King 
Mine by rushing to complete the job instead of taking precautions that would have prevented the 
disastrous toxic spill into the Animas River. 


A 132-page report released Thursday by the Interior Department and Bureau of Reclamation 
found that the Aug. 5 accident was not “likely inevitable,” as the EPA’s own internal review had 
concluded, but could have been avoided if the agency had followed engineering practices used at 
other inactive mines. 


According to the report, the agency committed a pivotal error by failing to gauge the level of 
wastewater behind the collapsed rock and soil at the mine, which could have been done by using 
a drill rig to “bore into the mine from above and directly determine the level of the mine pool 
prior to excavating backfill at the portal.” 
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Such a procedure was used successfully in a 201 1 reclamation project at the nearby Red and 
Bonita Mine. 


“Although this was apparently considered at Gold King, it was not done,” said the report. “Had it 
been done, the plan to open the mine would have been revised, and the blowout would not have 
occurred.” 


The report, which was peer-reviewed by the U.S. Geological Survey and the Army Corps of 
Engineers, was significantly tougher on the EPA than its own internal review team, which found 
that the blowout “was likely inevitable” and praised the agency’s quick action afterward in 
avoiding fatalities. 


The EPA review also defended the decision not to use a drill rig to determine the water level 
behind the debris, saying it “would have been quite costly and require much more planning and 
multiple field seasons to accomplish.” 


“Although difficult and therefore expensive and technically challenging, this procedure may 
have been able to discover the pressurized conditions that turned out to cause the blowout,” said 
the EPA report. 


That review, released Aug. 24, came three weeks after an EPA-led crew accidentally unleashed 3 
million gallons of toxic wastewater into the Animas River near Silverton, Colorado, turning the 
water orange and cutting off water supplies to communities downstream. 


The uproar over the spill prompted a visit and an apology from EPA administrator Gina 
McCarthy, as well as promises to clean up the damage and reimburse fanners, ranchers and 
businesses for their losses. 


The more extensive Interior Department investigation also concluded that EPA officials pay too 
little attention to the engineering challenges associated with mining reclamation projects in their 
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zeal to address the environmental damage from the hundreds of abandoned mines from the Gold 
Rush that dot Colorado and the West. 


“The current state of practice appears to focus attention on the environmental issues,” said the 
report. “Abandoned mine guidelines and manuals provide detailed guidance on environmental 
sampling, waste characterization, and water treatment, with little appreciation for the engineering 
complexity of some abandoned mine projects that often require, but do not receive, a significant 
level of expertise.” 


Sen. Cory Gardner, Colorado Republican, said he was “deeply troubled” by the report’s 
conclusion that the spill could have been prevented. 


“I fully expect accountability and transparency from the EPA, and I look forward to a response 
to my questions surrounding the EPA’s insufficient and untimely recovery efforts and its 
proactive measures to prevent a disaster of similar magnitude in the future,” Mr. Gardner said. 


From: Bressler, Lindsey 

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 4:06 PM 

To: StClair, Christie < StClair.Christie@epa.gov >; Grantham, Nancy 

< Gran tham.Nancy@epa.gov >: Harrison, Melissa < Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov >: Purchia, Liz 
< Pu.rch.i a. Li z@epa. gov >: Hull, George < Hu11.George@epa.gov >: Deitz, Randy 
< Deitz.Randy@epa.gov >: Cohen, Nancy < Cohcn.Nancy@epa.gov >: Allen, Laura 
< Allen.Laura@epa.gov > 

Subject: RE: DOI GKM Review Clips 


Wall Street Journal 


http://www.wsj.com/articles/govemment-report-lack-of-expertise-caused-colorado-mine-spill- 
i 445543749?alg=v 


Government Report: Lack of Expertise Caused Colorado Mine Spill 
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Interior Department report says team contracted by EPA underestimated toxic water built up 
inside mine 


By AMY HARDER And DAN FROSCH 
Oct. 22,2015 3:55 p.m. ET 


WASHINGTON — The U.S. government has concluded that a lack of technical expertise was the 
driving factor behind a rupture that spilled three million gallons of toxic water into a Colorado 
river in August as the Environmental Protection Agency was trying to clean up an abandoned 
gold mine. 


Interior Department investigators said in a report Thursday that a project team contracted by the 
EPA didn’t correctly analyze the status of the abandoned mine, underestimating the toxic water 
that had built up inside. 


“This error resulted in development of a plan to open the mine in a manner that appeared to 
guard against blowout, but instead led directly to the failure,” according to the report, written by 
officials at the department’s Bureau of Reclamation. 


The document, the first comprehensive federal report on the Aug. 5 mine blowout, directly 
blames EPA, which has apologized for the accident. But it also said a series of events over 
decades contributed to the circumstances at the mine, which are similar to those at other 
abandoned mines across the West. 


The Interior Department’s findings echo a preliminary report EPA issued a few weeks after the 
spill, which also concluded the agency underestimated the amount of water built up in the mine. 


Nancy Grantham, a spokeswoman for EPA, said the agency will review the report. 
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“This report, in combination with the findings of EPA’s internal review of the incident, will help 
inform EPA’s ongoing efforts to work safely and effectively at mine sites,” Ms. Grantham said 
in an email. 


The three million gallons of toxic water that spilled from the abandoned gold mine turned 
Colorado’s Animas River a mustard hue, and for days it tainted the water supply of many 
downstream users, including fanners and the Navajo nation. 


EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy, who was criticized for not responding more quickly, toured 
the affected areas a week after the rupture and suspended similar investigative fieldwork at mine 
sites nationwide. 


Thursday’s report presented a grim snapshot of the nation’s broader effort to clean up abandoned 
mines, of which there are thousands across the West. 


“The incident at Gold King Mine is somewhat emblematic of the current state of practice in 
abandoned mine remediation,” according to the report. “The conditions and actions that led to 
the Gold King Mine incident are not isolated or unique, and in fact are surprisingly prevalent.” 


The report finds that abandoned mine guidelines and manuals, a patchwork of documents spread 
out across federal and state governments, provide guidance with “little appreciation for the 
engineering complexity of some abandoned mine projects that often require, but do not receive, a 
significant level of expertise.” 


In its report, the Interior Department didn’t name the contractor, Environmental Restoration 
LLC, that was working with EPA to clean up the mine. 


Tweets 


Matt Dempsey @MDempseyDC 
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Interior report: lack of understanding of mine engineering issues "led directly" to EPA's mine 
spill in Colorado reports @alexcguillen 


Anthony Adragna @AnthonyAdragna 

EPA mine spill could have been prevented. http://bit.ly/lMGR8EE 


Grace Hood @gracehood 

.'"a interior's independent review of #goldkingmine spill is out today: 

htt p : / / www .usbr . gov/ doc s/gol dkin gm inereport.pdf 


Denver CO @DenveRRCO 

Gold King review: EPA did not understand disaster potential before spill 

htt p://www.ri ghtrelevance.com/search/articles/hero?article= 1 3d2479e84582 1 66f 1 5bfd07b2c88e06df0d7b37&cn 


Timothy Cama @Timothy_Cama 

From Gold King Mine report, this seems to give some credit to the 'likely inevitable' angle 

htt ps://pbs.twimg.com/media/CR8eslcUAAAhubA.png 


Douglas County GOP @DougCOGOP 

.@EPA mine spill could have been prevented at Gold King mine #copolitics #StopTheEPA 

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_29007932/apnewsbreak-epa-mine-spi11-could-have-been- 

prevented 


Josh Voight @JoshVoightNews 

The @EPA says the Colorado mine spill was preventable. NO WAY! I can't believe it! 
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The Hill @thehill 

Federal probe: EPA could have prevented Colorado mine spill http://hill.cm/DkYVmfp 


From: Bressler, Lindsey 

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 3:56 PM 

To: StClair, Christie < StClair.Christie@epa.gov >; Grantham, Nancy 

< Grantham .Nancy@epa.gov >; Harrison, Melissa < Harrison.Meli ss a@epa.gov >; Purchia, Liz 
< Purchia.Liz@epa.gov >; Hull, George < Hull.George@epa.gov >: Deitz, Randy 
< Deitz.Randv@epa.gov >; Cohen, Nancy < Cohen.Nancv@epa.gov >; Allen, Laura 
< A 1 1 en , Laura@epa. gov > 

Subject: RE: DOI GKM Review Clips 


Durango Herald (CO) 

http://www.durangoherald.com/article/201 5 1 022/NEWSQl/l 5 1 029863/Mining-reclamation- 
requires-funding- 


Mining reclamation requires funding 


Panel advocates for both good Samaritan measure and funding 


By Peter Marcus Herald staff writer Article Last Updated: Thursday, October 22, 2015 1 :25pm 


Water flows out of the American Tunnel in the Gladstone area north of Silverton where the 
Animas River Stakeholders Group wants to eliminate toxic waste from four closed mines. 

Mining reclamation experts this week told a congressional panel that good Samaritan legislation 
and funding for restoration efforts are “inseparably tied together.” 
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The comments came during a hearing Wednesday on good Samaritan cleanups of abandoned 
mines, held by the House Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment. 


Much of the hearing focused on the August Gold King Mine spill, in which an error by an 
Environmental Protection Agency-contracted team caused an estimated 3 million gallons of 
mining sludge to pour into the Animas River. 


In the wake of the Gold King incident. Congress has taken a look at how to address tens of 
thousands of inactive leaking mines across the nation. At least 23,000 mines have been identified 
in Colorado alone. 


The debate has hit familiar political currents, with Republicans pushing back against efforts to 
collect fees and royalties from hard-rock mining to fund restoration efforts. Instead, the GOP 
favors legislative efforts to eliminate liability concerns for private entities - referred to as good 
Samaritans - who want to independently restore inactive mines. 


But experts who have been actively involved in the debate said the two proposals are not 
mutually exclusive, suggesting that there is a need for both efforts. 


“The lesson from Gold King is not so much that an EPA contractor screwed up, as it is that we 
need to have a much greater sense of urgency about addressing the problem of pollution from 
abandoned mines all across the nation,” said Chris Wood, president and chief executive of Trout 
Unlimited. 


Republicans on the committee pushed back, highlighting that good Samaritan legislation might 
be the only pragmatic thing to consider. 


“Would you prefer having no cleanup be performed at an abandoned mine site, or having a good 
Samaritan perform a cleanup?” asked Rep. Todd Rokita of Indiana. 
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Lauren Pagel, policy director for Earthworks, said it is not an either/or conversation. 


“I would hope we could also get good Samaritans additional funding from reclamation funds to 
do these cleanups,” Pagel said. 


Doug Young, senior policy director for the Keystone Policy Center in Colorado, cautioned 
against repeating the same discussions from the past, encouraging lawmakers to steer away from 
addressing the issue through the Clean Water Act. 


Instead, Young suggested taking a look at reforms to the federal Superfund program, which 
targets blighted areas. He also advocated for offering incentives to good Samaritans to bring their 
own resources. 


“I agree this is a major funding issue,” Young said. “I just think there’s a way we can do this 
without directly having to assess a fee or royalty.” 


From: Bressler, Lindsey 

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 3:02 PM 

To: StClair, Christie < StC1air.Christie@epa.gov >:, Grantham, Nancy 

< Grantham .Nancv@.epa.gov >; Harrison, Melissa < Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov >; Purchia, Liz 
< Purchi a. Liz@epa. gov >: Hull, George < Hu11.George@epa.gov >; Deitz, Randy 
< Deitz.Randv@epa.gov >: Cohen, Nancy < Cohen/Nancy@epa.gov >; Allen, Laura 
< Allen.Laura@epa.gov > 

Subject: RE: DOI GKM Review Clips 


Denver Post (CO) 

htt p://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_29008075/gold-king-review-epa-did-not-understand- 

disaster 
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Review: Gold King Mine spill was preventable, disaster potential not understood 


Department of Interior review says EPA did not know what loomed in the Gold King 


By Jesse Paul 

POSTED: 10/22/2015 12:28:11 PM MDTADD A COMMENT) UPDATED: ABOUT 2 
HOURS AGO 


The 132-page Department of Interior report strays from an EPA internal review of the disaster in 
August that claimed the massive release was "inevitable." 


The Interior report highlights, specifically, that the EPA failed to understand impounded fluid in 
the mine and the groundwater system affecting the Gold King area. 


That "misinterpretation of the groundwater conditions," and the decision not to drill into the 
mine's collapsed opening to test pressure, led to the massive release. Had the drilling been 
completed as it was at a nearby mine, the report says, the disaster would not have happened. 


"Although this (drilling) was apparently considered at Gold King, it was not done," according to 
the review. "Had it been done, the plan to open the mine would have been revised, and the 
blowout would not have occurred." 


The interior department's report also says the EPA also did not know the potential for disaster at 
the site and the possible environmental impacts downstream. 


"The incident at Gold King Mine is somewhat emblematic of the current state of practice in 
abandoned mine remediation," according to the report. 
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While there are various guidelines for mine reopening work, there is "little in actual written 
requirements that government agencies are required to follow," the review said. 


The 3 million-gallon spill above Silverton on Aug. 5 left the EPA facing immense criticism as 
yellow-orange contaminants flowed from the Animas River across the southwest. In the 
disaster's wake, the agency has been working to address the still-leaching mine and other area 
portals that are releasing contaminants. 


The interior department's report was peer reviewed by the United States Geological Survey and 
Army Corps of Engineers. 


The EPA last week began temporary water treatment operations at the Gold King site last week. 


This is a developing story that will be updated as more information becomes available. 


The Hill 


http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/257780-federal-probe-epa-mine-spill-was- 
preven table 


Federal probe: EPA mine spill was preventable 


By Timothy Cama - 10/22/15 02:51 PM EDT 

Federal experts are blaming the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for a major mine 
wastewater spill in Colorado. 


Investigators with the Interior Department, who were charged with independently probing the 
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August spill, reported Thursday that the EPA rush through the engineering work leading up to 
the incident and did not understand the complexity of the abandoned Gold King Mine. 


The Thursday report contrasts with one completed in August by the EPA, finding that the 
blowout of 3 million gallons of dangerous sludge was “likely inevitable.” 

Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation found that the EPA, Colorado officials and a contractor 
decided against drilling a borehole horizontally into the mine, above the pooled wastewater, to 
determine its volume and pressure. 


“This error resulted in development of a plan to open the mine in a manner that appeared to 
guard against blowout, but instead led directly to the failure,” the report said. 


The EPA was roundly criticized after the spill by officials in Colorado and Utah and 
congressional Republicans, who said the incident showed incompetence and hypocrisy on the 
EPA’s part. 


The heavy metal-laden sludge flowed into a tributary of the Animas River near Silverton, Colo., 
turning it bright orange and closing it and downstream rivers for days. The agency and its head 
Gina McCarthy quickly took responsibility for the spill. 


The EPA, which requested the report days after the spill, said it would review it carefully. 


“This report in combination with the findings of EPA’s internal review of the incident, will help 
inform EPA’s ongoing efforts to work safely and effectively at mine sites as we carry out our 
mission to protect human health and the environment,” spokeswoman Nancy Grantham said. 


Thursday’s report additionally found that spills similar to the Colorado mine could easily 
happen. 


1806803 


ED 000802 00001121-00045 



“BOR found that the conditions and actions that led to the Gold King Mine incident are not 
isolated or unique and are, in fact, surprisingly prevalent,” the report said. “The standards of 
practice for reopening and remediating flooded inactive and abandoned mines are inconsistent 
from one agency to another.” 


Richard Olson, an engineer with the Army Corps of Engineers who reviewed the report before it 
was released, told investigators that he wanted to investigate more about how communications at 
the EPA broke down about the mine cleanup, and how that contributed to the incident. 


But Interior argued that its report should only cover the technical aspects of the spill, so it did not 
probe communications. 


Washington Examiner 


htt p://www.washingtonexaminer.com/feds-say-epa-to-blame-for-toxic-spill/article/2574710 


Feds say EPA to blame for toxic spill 


By JOHN SICILIANO • 10/22/15 2:38 PM 


The Interior Department is blaming the Environmental Protection Agency for a 3-million gallon 
spill of toxic sludge that sullied the waterways of three states. 


Government investigators say the spill at the King Gold Mine in Colorado was caused when a 
cleanup crew rushed its work, triggering the blowout it hoped to avoid, the Associated Press 
reported, which obtained a copy of the agency's report on the investigation. 


The probe by the Interior Department found the spill would have been avoided if the EPA had 
checked on the water levels before digging into the mine, according to AP. 
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The findings will be released later Thursday. 


The report is being issued after House Republicans held a hearing Wednesday on the spill, 
prodding an EPA official on why no one at the agency has been disciplined or fired for causing 
the disaster. 


Tweets 

Chicago Tribune @chicagotribune 

Investigators: EPA to blame for 3 million gallon wastewater spill from Colorado gold mine 

htt p://trib.in/lGX3978 


Rep. Bob Gibbs @RepBobGibbs 

The Gold King Mine spill could have been prevented according to @Interior, EPA must hold 
those involved accountable http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/apnewsbreak~epa~mine~spill~ 
prevented-34658258 


Colorado Senate GOP @ColoSenGOP 

Latest from @AP on #EPA spill probe: 

htt p://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_29007932/apnewsbreak-epa-mine-spi11-could~have-been~ 

prevcmcd'/senrcc top stories bar Says fiasco could have been prevented. #copolitics @epa 
#tcot 


lsergeant rock @lsergeant_rock 

Should we expect more from this administration ~ Has EPA fired anyone for last summer's toxic 
spill? 

h tt p://www.amcricanthinker.com/blog/20 1 51 1 0/lias_epa_fired_anyone_forJast_suTnmers_toxic - _s pi11.html#.Vik 

#MakeDCListen 
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Denver Post Breaking @DenverPostBrk 

Gold King review: EPA did not understand disaster potential before spill htt p://dpo.st/ 1 PDFY 9Z 


CO Attorney General @COAttnyGeneral 

Gov investigators blame #EPA for #GoldKingMine spill, according to new report. Says officials 
knew potential for blowout. #AnimasRiverSpill 


From: Bressler, Lindsey 

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 2:27 PM 

To: StClair, Christie < StClair.Christie@,epa.gov >; Grantham, Nancy 
< Gran tham.Nancv@epa.gov >; Harrison, Melissa < Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov >; Purchia, Liz 
<Pu rch i a.Liz@epa. gov >; Hull, George < Hu11.George@epa.gov >: Deitz, Randy 
< Deitz.Randv@epa.gov >; Cohen, Nancy < Cohen .Nancv@epa.gov > 

Subject: RE: DOI GKM Review Clips 


Tweets 


ABC15 Arizona @abcl5 

EPA mine spill could have been prevented, government investigators say htt p://bit.lv/l LIqnit 
#abcl5 


The Associated Press @AP 

BREAKING: APNewsBreak: Government probe concludes EPA missed chance to prevent 
Colorado mine spill. 


Reclamation @usbr 
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Interior Department Delivers Gold King Mine Technical Assessment to Environmental 
Protection Agency. http://on.doi.gov/lMc3avw #GoldKingMine 


Linda Shapley @LindaShapIey 

Interior Department probe blames EPA actions for #GoldKing mine spill http://dpo.st/ 1 RqNGS6 
via @denverpost 


Justin Regan @JustinReganAZ 

@AP reports: DOI says the Gold King Mine spill could have been avoided if EPA checked water 
levels before digging. 


The Denver Post @denverpost 

JUST IN: Investigators squarely place blame for Gold King Mine spill on EPA: 

htt p://dpo.st/! GteWPq via @AP 


Jon Sicil @JohnDSiciliano 

EPA to blame for toxic spill in Colorado, says @Interior. Investigation being released soon. 


Alan Neuhauser @alneuhauser 

The Interior Dept, investigation "directly refutes" EPA officials' claim that the spill was "likely 
inevitable" 


7NEWS Denver Channel @DenverChannel 

Gold King Mine spill in Silverton could have been prevented by EPA, Interior Dept, review 
finds - htt p://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/mine-disaster/gold-king-mine-spill-in-silvcrton- 
could-have-been-prevented-bv-epa-interior-dept- review-finds 
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Rep. Bill Huizenga @RepHuizenga 


BREAKING: EPA faulted for mine spill in Colorado, federal investigators say spill could have 
been prevented http://bigstory.ap.org/articlc/7d8b2899205646fcbc5f62bc35c29554/apncwsbreak- 
epa-mine-spill-could-have-been-prevented #tcot 


The Washington Times @wtimespolitics 

APNewsBreak: Government probe concludes EPA missed chance to prevent Colorado mine spill 

htt p://ow.lv/35ZiWc 


From: Bressler, Lindsey 

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 2:25 PM 

To: StClair, Christie < StClair.Christie@epa.gov >; Grantham, Nancy 
< Grantham.Nancv@epa.gov >; Harrison, Melissa < Harrison.Melissa@.epa.gov >: Purchia, Liz 
< Purchia. Liz@epa.gov >: Hull, George < Hull.George@epa.gov >; Deitz, Randy 
< Pci tz . Randv @epa. gov >; Cohen, Nancy < Cohen.Nancv@epa.gov > 

Subject: RE: D01 GKM Review Clips 


Associated Press (Update at 2:01 pm - Longer Story) 

htt p://bigstory.ap.org/article/7d8b2899205646fcbe5f62bc35c29554/apnewsbreak-epa-mine-spill- 

could-have-been-prevented 


BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — Government investigators squarely blamed the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency Thursday for a 3 million gallon wastewater spill from a Colorado gold mine, 
saying an EPA cleanup crew rushed its work and failed to consider the complex engineering 
involved, triggering the very blowout it hoped to avoid. 


The spill that fouled rivers in three states would have been avoided had the EPA team checked 
on water levels inside the Gold King Mine before digging into its entrance, Interior Department 
investigators concluded. 
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The Associated Press obtained the findings on the Aug. 5 spill on Thursday prior to their public 
release. The report has implications across the United States, where hundreds of thousands of 
abandoned mines have yet to be cleaned up. 


The report found that the root causes of the accident began several decades earlier, with changes 
made by mining companies that altered the flow of groundwater through a series of 
interconnected tunnels in the extensively mined Upper Animas River watershed. 


EPA documents show its officials knew of the potential for a major blowout from the Gold King 
Mine near Silverton as early as June 2014. EPA officials described the blowout as "likely 
inevitable" because so much water had built up inside the mine. 


The Interior report directly refutes that assertion and says the cleanup team could have used a 
drill rig to bore into the mine from above to gauge the danger of a blowout. 


"This error resulted in development of a plan to open the mine in a manner that appeared to 
guard against blowout, but instead led directly to the failure," according to engineers from 
Interior's Bureau of Reclamation who spent two months evaluating the technical circumstances 
surrounding the accident. 


The engineers stopped short of assigning fault to any individuals, despite prior claims from EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy that the probe would determine if any negligence was involved. 


A U.S. Army Coips of Engineers official who reviewed the report expressed "serious 
reservations" over the EPA's failure to explain exactly how its communications broke down, or 
to justify why its officials were so insistent on starting the work without more information about 
the engineering complexities involved. 


A separate investigation into the spill is pending from the EPA Inspector General's Office. 
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EPA officials did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the report. 


The accident fouled rivers in Colorado, Utah and New Mexico, temporarily shutting down 
drinking water supplies and cropland irrigation. 


Guidelines for cleaning up such mines focus on details such as water sampling and treatment. 
Yet they have "little appreciation for the engineering complexity" and require but don't receive 
significant expertise, the Interior Department's 132-page report concluded. 


From: Bressler, Lindsey 

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 2:18 PM 

To: StClair, Christie < StClair.Christie@epa.gov >; Grantham, Nancy 
< Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov >; Harrison, Melissa < Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov >: Purchia, Liz 
< Purchia.Liz@epa.gov >: Hull, George < Hull.George@epa.gov >: Deitz, Randy 
< Deitz. Randv@epa.gov >: Cohen, Nancy < Cohen.Nancv@epa.gov > 

Subject: RE: DOI GKM Review Clips 


ABC 7 News, The Denver Channel ICO) 


htt p://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/mine-disaster/gold-king-mine-spi11-in-silverton-cou1d- 

have-been-prevented-bv-epa-interior-dept-review-finds 


Gold King Mine spill in Silverton could have been prevented by EPA, Interior Dept, review 
finds 


Deb Stanley, TheDenverChannel.com Team 
12:09 PM, Oct 22, 2015 


SILVERTON, Colo. - Government investigators are blaming the U.S. Environmental Protection 
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Agency for a 3 million gallon wastewater spill from a Silverton gold mine, saying a cleanup 
crew rushed its work and failed to consider the complex engineering involved, triggering the 
very blowout it hoped to avoid. 


The Interior Department probe concludes that the spill that fouled rivers in three states would 
have been avoided had the EPA team checked on water levels before digging into the mine. 


The Associated Press obtained the investigation's findings on the spill prior to their public 
release on Thursday. The 132-page report has implications across the United States, where 
hundreds of thousands of abandoned mines have yet to be cleaned up. 


Timeline of spill 


Documents and photos released by the Environment Protection Agency (EPA) in late August 
show how a small leak at the Gold King Mine exploded into a massive spill in a matter of 
minutes. 


The EPA admitted crews were lucky to escape with their lives. 


A private contractor was trying to pipe contaminated water from the Gold King Mine to a nearby 
water treatment system when the spill happened on August 5. 


Crews were using heavy equipment to remove loose dirt above the entrance of the collapsed 
mine on the morning of the spill, the documents show. 


According to a detailed timeline from the EPA, at 10:51 a.m. "a small leak was observed 
approximately 15 to 20 feet above the anticipated elevation of the floor of the wall." 
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Within three minutes, at 10:54 a.m., "the hole begun to enlarge and water was pouring out. 


Four minutes later at 10:58 a.m., the timeline stated "the hole had expanded significantly" and 
the "access road had begun to wash away" as three million gallons of mine waste poured out. 


IN-DEPTH: Complete, ongoing coverage of the disaster 


A vehicle belonging to the crew members was caught in the yellow-orange mine sludge, the 
documents showed. 


As the spill was happening, it took the contractor more than an hour to notify anyone 
downstream including the EPA. 


Crews were able to evacuate the mine site in time but said in an email to the EPA that there was 
no cell or satellite service. They had to use two-way radios to reach nearby crews. Those crews 
then got in touch with the state who made the proper notifications. 


At about 2:00 p.m., the report stated the "flow steadily declined" and crews were able to 
reconstruct the road. 


The EPA has said it did not have an emergency plan in place in case of a blowout, which may 
have played a role in why it took so long for crews to notify the state. 


Lawmakers grill the EPA 


Lawmakers have had several hearings since the spill. On September 16, EPA Chief Gina 
McCarthy defended the EPA's actions, but took responsibility for the Aug. 5 spill. 
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"This was a tragic and unfortunate incident and EPA has taken responsibility to ensure that we 
clean it up appropriately," said McCarthy. 


"This is a disaster on many levels to our water, to our economy, to our culture," said Sen. Tom 
Udall (D-NM). 


"There's no denying they caused this spill and that was entirely unacceptable," said Sen. Michael 
Bennet (D-Colo). 


Cleanup at the Gold King Mine could end up costing taxpayers more than a billion dollars. 

From: Bressler, Lindsey 

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 2:03 PM 

To: StClair, Christie < StC1air.Christie@epa.gov >; Grantham, Nancy 

< Grantham.Nancv@epa.gov >; Harrison. Melissa < Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov >: Purchia, Liz 
<P urchia.Liz@epa.gov >: Hull, George < Hull.George@epa.gov >; Deitz, Randy 
< Deitz.Randv@epa.gov >; Cohen, Nancy < Cohen.Nancy@epa.gov > 

Subject: DOI GKM Review Clips 


Associated Press 


htt p://bigstory.ap.org/article/7d8b2899205646fcbe5f62bc35c29554/apnewsbreak-epa-mine-spi11- 

could-have-been-prevented 


EPA mine spill could have been prevented 


By MATTHEW BROWN 
Oct. 22,2015 1:49 PM ED 
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BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — Government investigators squarely blame the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency for a 3 million gallon wastewater spill from a Colorado gold mine, saying a 
cleanup crew rushed its work and failed to consider the complex engineering involved, triggering 
the very blowout it hoped to avoid. 


The Interior Department probe concludes that the spill that fouled rivers in three states would 
have been avoided had the EPA team checked on water levels before digging into the mine. 


The Associated Press obtained the investigation's findings on the Aug. 5 spill prior to their public 
release on Thursday. The 132-page report has implications across the United States, where 
hundreds of thousands of abandoned mines have yet to be cleaned up. 
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